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frivolous as the puzzles which constitute a feature of modern
journalism* His study of geometry was the study of Euclid,
which suited admirably a person with a taste for geometrical
reasoning, but made very slow additions to his knowledge of
geometrical truths. He was brought up in a school which
quoted with conviction the opinion of the eloquent Dr.
Chalmers: "I am not aware that as an expounder to the people
of the lessons of the Gospel I am much the better for knowing
that the three angles of a triangle are equal to two right angles,
or that the square of the hypotenuse is equal to the squares of
the containing sides in a right-angled triangle, but I have a
strong persuasion that both the power to apprehend, and the
power to convince, may be mightily strengthened, and that the
habit of clear and consecutive reasoning may be firmly estab-
lished, by the successive journeys which the mind is called on
to perform along the pathway of geometrical demonstration.
The truth is that, as a preparative, whether for the bar
or for the pulpit, I have more value in mathematics for
the exercise which the mind takes as it travels along the
road, than for all the spoil which it gathers at the landing-
place."1
The transfer Now this battle between discipline and utility,
of training or between form and content, in the selection of
school studies, has, to a considerable extent,
been fought and won. As a matter of accomplished fact, the
curriculum of the present day, in schools of every type, is a
practical acceptance of the view that we must teach that which
will help our pupils to become interested spectators of, or
possibly co-operators in, the great achievements of mankind—
scientific, aesthetic, and practical; and that, in so doing, we
must choose our methods so as to secure the mental discipline
upon which the older pedagogues laid exclusive stress. We
1 Quoted by R. Potts, in a late issue (1886) of his edition (originally
published in 1845) of Euclid's Elements of Geometry.

